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Leading the way in blast analysis

Northwoods theme reflected

in new terminal design

- Designing the future
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Northwestern construction

project is
going well as it
nears completion

Coordination is key to success for

environmental assessment project

by Laura Morland, PE

i
A safe airport that doesn’t
endanger the environmentin a
high growth market is every-
one’s goal, but occasionally dif-
ficult to attain. Itis particularly
difficult when multiple govern-
ment agencies and stakeholders
are involved in the process. The
key is early coordination.

Dane County Regional Air-
port, in Madison, Wisconsin,
is currently not in compliance
with Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) design criteria for
its Runway 13/31 Safety Area,
Object Free Area, and Runway
Approach Surface. Compliance
means relocating a creek,
county highway, railroad, and
airport perimeter road and
fence. Coordination with agen-
cies early in the project will help
make this project a success.

Late in 1999, the FAA
issued Order 5200.8, Runway
Safety Area (RSA) program.
This order’s purpose is to evalu-
ate RSAs at all federally obli-
gated ariports and those cer-
tified under FAR Part 139 to
assure they meet design stan-
dards of the FAA AC 150/5300.

“Runway safety is one of
the FAAs top five safety priori-
ties,” said Jane E Garvey, FAA
administrator.

In that DCRA is not cur-
rently in compliance, they are
operating under a waiver from

the FAA. During their Septem-
ber 2000 review, the FAA deter-

mined that the Runway 13/31
safety area could be improved
to meet current standards.
The Wisconsin Bureau of
Aeronautics contracted with
Mead & Hunt to prepare
an Environmental Assessment.
The proposed action involves
reconstruction of 1.4 miles of

creek, 0.7 miles of county high-

way, and more than two miles
of rail line.

The rail line and highway
relocation will traverse a por-
tion of the Cherokee Marsh, a
State Natural Area. The relo-
cated rail line will be for high-

speed use, which makes the
relocation more complex. This
means the proposed rail realign-
ment will accommodate the
high-speed rail criteria that was
developed by the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation
in coordination with Amtrak.

To move the project toward
a timely and successful conclu-
sion, Mead & Hunt brought
key parties together early in the
process. A joint conceptualiza-
tion of several wetland mitiga-
tion opportunities was devel-
oped by the governing entities
and key stakeholders.

Field studies, including
archaeological, plant, bird, and
lepidoptera surveys are being
conducted now. Due to early
coordination, the environmen-
tal documents are planned to
be completed to meet a project
schedule that coincides with the
high-speed rail project.

Impacts to wetlands and floodplains are key elements under investigation.



