Mead & Hunt’s historic preservation newsletter: on the road to compliance

Section 106 aseasyas 1-2-3
By Amy Squitieri, Manager of historic preservation, Mead & Hunt

When begun early in project planning, completing the National Historic Preservation Act's
Section 106 process can be as easy as 1 -2 - 3.

Step 1 - Identify Properties found to meet one of these
Historic properties that may be directly or criteria will be determined eligible for the

indirectly impacted by the project need to be National Register.

identified. Buildings, sites, structures, and

objects at least 50 years old are considered. Step 3 - Mitigate
The federal agency representative or
Step 2 - Evaluate agency should avoid, minimize or — if
Potential historic properties should be necessary — mitigate any adverse effects to
evaluated by a qualified historian or archae- historic properties.
ologist who will determine if the property: Consultation with the State Historic
g Cﬁ?&;irb“es to broad patterns of our Preservation Office is undertaken to deter-
Istory

o o mine mitigative actions. Mitigation can
* relates to a significant individual take many forms, including documentation
of the property, preparation of educational

materials, assistance in relocating a historic

e represents architectural styles, forms,

or workmanship
e has the potential to yield information . <Ll ]
(usually relates to archaeological sites) Property, or visual screening.

Surface transportation

reauthorization update Section 106 in play
By Chad Moffett, Minnesota project manager, Trunk Highway 52 realignment,
Mead & Hunt Olmsted and Goodhue counties,

Transportation funding, under TEA-21, Minnesota

has been extended for five months — start-
ing September 30 — while the details of the 1 Mead & Hunt historians identified
reauthorization act, known as SAFETEA, are 25 properties that were more
worked through. than 50 years old, had good physical
SAFETEA, as originally proposed, includes integrity, and possessed historic or
architectural interest. Four properties
were recommended as potentially
eligible for the National Register.

provisions to streamline environmental review,
including the modification of Section 4(f) of
the US Department of Transportation Act.
Section 4(f) requires the Federal Highway 2 Research was conducted into
Administration (FHWA) to prove that there is the architectural significance and
no feasible or prudent alternative to affecting history of the four properties —

a historic property. two farmsteads, a house, and a com-
Rely on Mead & Hunt to keep you up-to- plex of summer homes on Lake Shady.
date on legislation affecting the application Only one — the Robinson House — was
of Section 4(f) to eligible or listed historic recommended as eligible for the
properties, and other historic preservation National Register for its significant
regulations. method of construction. Eligible
For more information on SAFETEA and property, go to Step 3.

Section 4(f) see the FHWA Web site at:
htto.//www.thwa.dot.gov/index.htm/

Section 106 in play

Trunk Highway 10 reconstruction,
Benton County, Minnesota

1 Mead & Hunt historians identified a

former section of TH 10, currently
used as an access road. Potential historic
property identified, go to Step 2.

! Following research and evaluation,
the road section was determined
not to have historical or architectural

significance. No eligible properties,
Section 106 complete.

3 Game over.

3 The proposed project would place
a frontage road adjacent to the
property and acquire right-of-way, which
would adversely affect the house’s setting
and introduce new visual elements.
Avoidance or mitigation will be considered.
Knowing the Robinson House is eligible
allows Mn/DOT to look at whether project
plans can be changed to eliminate the
adverse effect or whether mitigation will
need to be discussed with the State
Historic Preservation Office.

How can we help address your historic preservation needs? Contact us today!

Contact Chad Moffett in Minneapolis at 952/941-5619 or preservation@meadhunt.com.



