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As populations grow, so does the importance 
of a clean, reliable water supply.  The develop-
ment of a water project to secure additional 
supply can take many years from the time of its 
conception to its completion.  It’s vital to plan 
ahead and allow adequate time for a project to 
be on-line ahead of the area’s increasing water 
supply demand.  Responsible agencies will 
take the necessary steps to make sure there’s 
adequate water to meet growing demands.  

The El Dorado County Water Agency 
(EDCWA) is such an agency.  EDCWA has 
undertaken development of a long-term 
comprehensive regional water supply plan designed to meet the future water supply needs of the 
people of El Dorado County, California.  EDCWA’s goal could be described by its mission state-
ment: “Ensure that El Dorado County has adequate water for today and in the future.”

Meeting future water supply demands
Mead & Hunt is supporting EDCWA in its evaluation of supplemental water requirements to 

meet the future water demands of urban and agricultural users in El Dorado County.  We are 
identifying areas where existing water sources will be inadequate one day, and developing and 
evaluating strategies, including several water project options, to meet the deficit.  The team is also 
developing information and assumptions for more than 30 potential supplemental water supply 
alternatives designed to meet water supply demands through 2025 and beyond.  Initial alterna-
tives considered included new reservoirs, river diversions, enlarging existing reservoirs, and using 
existing water projects.  The team selected nine potential project alternatives for further engineer-
ing feasibility and alternatives analysis.  The goal of this process is to identify the most feasible 
water supply project for eventual development.

“Michael Preszler and the Mead & Hunt team have provided valuable insight in the development 
and evaluation of strategies to most effectively meet our increasing water supply demands,” said 
William Hetland, general manager of EDCWA.

Creative solutions
The traditional approach to meeting grow-

ing water demands has been to seek new supply 
sources or complete the next stage of phased 
projects.  With the most suitable reservoir sites 
already being used and increasing pressure on 
limited financial and natural resources, we must 
consider water supply projects that shift away 
from capital works toward examining the current 
supply system.  In addition to evaluating new 
reservoirs and diversions, EDCWA is focusing on 
solutions that emphasize more efficient manage-
ment of existing water projects.  

Through cooperation of the parties involved 
– including the community – and good old-
fashioned hard work, EDCWA has successfully 
narrowed the list of possible alternatives to a few 
feasible water supply projects that could meet the 
demands of the people of El Dorado County.

Agencies like EDCWA must plan ahead to keep  
up with increasing demands on water supply.

Increased capacity looks good

Construction of Sacramento’s Natomas 
Basin Pumping Plant 1 improvements 
was recently completed.  This project 
ultimately increases the capacity and 
reliability of Pumping Plant No. 1 and 
maintains adequate flood protection 
for new developments within the 
Natomas Basin.  It also provides improved 
aesthetics of the plant both from the 
Garden Highway as well as from the  
12 neighbors’ perspectives.

Effective water supply planning
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